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Abstract: This study provides a comprehensive overview of
current publication patterns in the field of English as a Foreign
Language (EFL). In this research, the trends investigated are
publication and citation growth, researcher’s productivity, and the
most impactful publications. In addition to the publication trends,
network visualizations of the terms co-occurrence and co-
authorship are also presented in this research. A quantitative
descriptive method with bibliometric analysis is employed as the
research design of this research. The data analyzed are 6333
journal articles related to EFL published in 2011-2021. All of the
data are obtained from the Scopus database. From the analysis
using Scopus and Microsoft Excel, it was found that the highest
publication growth in percent is in 2012 with a 98,6% of
publication increase, and the highest publication growth in
number is in 2020 with a total of 310 more publications compared
to the previous year. Using the same tools, the researchers also
found that the most productive author is Karim Sadeghi with 10
publications, and the most cited publication is an article titled
'English achievement and student motivation in CLIL and EFL
settings' by David Lasagabaster. Meanwhile, from the network
visualizations using VOSviewer, the researchers concluded that
there are two major research themes in EFL, namely pedagogy and
affective factors in learning, and the most collaborative author
based on the co-authorship analysis is Ehsan Namaziandost.
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Abstrak:  Penelitian ini menyajikan gambaran umum yang
komprehensif dari tren publikasi di area English as a Foreign
Language (EFL). Dalam penelitian ini, tren yang diteliti adalah
perkembangan publikasi dan sitiran, produktivitas penulis, dan
publikasi yang paling berdampak. Selain tren publikasi, visualisasi
jaringan dari istilah-istilah yang muncul bersamaan dalam
penelitian dan kerjasama antar peneliti juga disajikan dalam
penelitian ini. Metode kuantitatif deskriptif dengan analisis
bibliometric digunakan sebagai desain penelitian dalam penelitian
ini. Data yang dianalisis adalah 6333 jurnal artikel yang
berhubungan dengan EFL pada 2011-2021. Semua data diperoleh
dari basis data Scopus. Dari analisis menggunakan Scopus dan
Microsoft Excel, ditemukan bahwa persentase publikasi tertinggi
terjadi pada tahun 2012 dengan 98,6% peningkatan publikasi, dan
angka publikasi tertinggi terjadi pada tahun 2020 dengan 310
publikasi  lebih banyak dibandingkan tahun sebelumnya.
Menggunakan perangkat analisis yang sama, peneliti juga
menemukan bahwa penulis yang paling produktif adalah Karim
Sadeghi dengan 10 publikasi, dan publikasi yang paling banyak
dikutip atau disitir adalah artikel dengan judul “English
achievement and student motivation in CLIL and EFL settings”
oleh David Lasagabaster. Sementara itu, dari visualisasi jaringan
yang  dilakukan  menggunakan  VOSviewer,  peneliti
menyimpulkan bahwa ada dua tema utama dalam penelitian EFL,
yaitu pedagogi dan faktor-faktor afektif dalam pembelajaran, dan
penulis yang paling banyak berkolaborasi berdasarkan analisis
kerjasama antar peneliti adalah Ehsan Namaziandost.

Kata kunci: Analisis bibliometrika, Bahasa Inggris sebagai bahasa
asing, Visualisasi jaringan, Tren publikasi

INTRODUCTION

In language learning, the term EFL is not unfamiliar. EFL or English as
a Foreign Language is commonly used to describe learners who learn English
in non-English-speaking country (e.g., Argentina, China, Japan, and
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Indonesia) (Si, 2019). In these countries, English is classified as a foreign
language, which means that it is neither spoken in daily communication nor
in formal settings (e.g., education, government, and law) (Si, 2019). As a
consequence, the learners experience limited exposure to English as the target

language which makes their language acquisition harder to achieve (Al-Zoubi,
2018).

Limited exposure to English is only one of the issues faced by the EFL in
learning the language (Hibatullah, 2019). Issues like lack of motivation
(Abrar, 2016; Akbari, 2015; Ulfa, 2021), lack of engagement (Rahayu,
Mudofir, & Sutantohadi, 2019), and lack of resources (Abrar, 2016) are also
among the problems that affect the EFL learning. Regarding these problems,
numerous scholars have done various research to solve them. To solve
students’ lack of motivation, media such as a movie (Syahrozi,
Rochsantiningsih, & Handayani, 2019) and songs (Adara, 2020) have been
proven effective in increasing students’ motivation to learn English. Rahayu,
et al. (2019) used the flipped instruction technique to solve the lack of
students’ engagement in an EFL speaking class, and it successfully improved
students’ engagement and improve their speaking performance scores.
Meanwhile, Arfiandhani (2020) found that teachers or instructors can utilize
Facebook groups to obtain information on educational policy and teaching
resources to teach EFL students.

Numerous scientific literature on EFL have been published, and the
number will only increase in the coming years. With the increase in these
numbers, it is crucial to know the status quo of this research area. By knowing
the quo of the research area, the researcher can get an overview of the current
trends and plan their future research appropriately from choosing the research
topic to positioning the intended research contribution (Donthu, Kumar,
Mukherjee, Pandey, & Lim, 2021). Despite the high numbers of published
literature in EFL, there are still limited publications on such overview in EFL,
especially the one focused on the publication trends. Hence, this study aims
to provide an overview of EFL as a research area by uncovering the publication
trends and the network visualization on the publication terms.

Since this study aims to provide an overview of a research area,
bibliometric analysis will be employed in this study. The bibliometric analysis
employs statistical analysis to assess measurable data of the existing scientific
literature in a particular research area (Agarwal et al., 2016). It is capable of
uncovering “research trends, citation analysis, authorship, impact of
publications, journal analysis, as well as national and international
contribution in a particular field.” (Sweileh et al., 2017, p.2).
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The bibliometric analysis had evidenced to be useful in providing an
overview of other research areas related to language learning. Zhang (2020)
employed bibliometric analysis to know the trends and changes in the field of
Second Language Acquisition from 1997 to 2018. The study found that topics
such as bilingual advantage, cognitive control, collaborative writing, common
European framework, dynamic system(s), and formulaic language have gained
popularity over the past 20 years. In another study, Barrot (2021) investigated
the use of social media as a language learning and teaching environment. The
study discovered that research on social media in the area of language learning
has exponentially grown since 2008 and possibly keep growing for the next
few years based on the increasing use of sophisticated research designs and
expanding topical foci.

In regard to the previous research that employs bibliometric analysis,
this study will focus on providing an overview of EFL as a research area. To
get an overview of EFL as a research area, this research will answer the
following research questions:

1. What are the publication trends in the area of English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) regarding publication and citation growth, researchers’
productivity, and the most impactful publication?

2. How are the network visualizations of publication in EFL based on their
terms co-occurrence analysis and co-authorship analysis?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Bibliometric analysis is a review method used to quantitatively assess
published literature in a particular research area (Donthu et al., 2021; Zupic
& Gter, 2015). It is used when either the scope of review is general or the
dataset is too big (i.e., more than 500 papers) and takes too much time for
manual review (Donthu et al., 2021). The published literature can be obtained
from a bibliographical database, such as Scopus, Web of Science, Crossref,
Web of Science and Google Scholar (Gutiérrez-Salcedo, Martinez, Moral-
Munoz, Herrera-Viedma, & Cobo, 2017). From the published literature,
several data are extracted to conduct the bibliometric analysis. They are
bibliographic data (e.g., title, author, publication year, and journal), citation

data, reference list, and textual data (i.e., abstract, keywords, and article’s full
text) (Donthu et al., 2021).
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There are two main techniques in bibliometric analysis which are
performance analysis and science mapping. Performance analysis focuses on
analyzing the performance or contributions of different research constituents
(e.g., authors, institutions, countries, and journals) in particular fields or areas
(Donthu et al., 2021; Zupic & Cater, 2015). Performance analysis is often used
to analyze the publication behavior and study the trends from it (Bancong,
Nurazmi, Fiskawarni, & Park, 2021; Sun, Wang, & Feng, 2021). Meanwhile,
science mapping focuses more on the relationships between the research
constituents (Donthu et al., 2021; Gutiérrez-Salcedo et al., 2017). In science
mapping, the results can be presented in the form of network visualizations
(Donthu et al., 2021; Hallinger & Kovacevi¢, 2019; Lam & Habil, 2021). The
result of the bibliometric analysis can provide an overview of the research area
by describing the publication patterns and trends, as well as identify the
influential research constituents (e.g., authors, institutions, countries, and
journals) within the research area (Donthu et al., 2021; Gutiérrez-Salcedo et
al., 2017; Zupic & Gter, 2015). As bibliometric analysis is capable of providing
an overview of a research area, the result of bibliometrics will be useful in
aiding the process of literature review as it guides the researcher to influential
works before the reading process begins (Zupic & Gter, 2015). The results of
the bibliometric analysis are closely linked to funding and hiring opportunities
by government and funding organizations as it provides quantitative
measurements of the researchers’ works (Agarwal et al., 2016; Haustein &

Lariviere, 2015).

METHOD
A. Type of Research

This study employs a quantitative descriptive method with bibliometric
analysis. In this research, the analyzed publications are journal articles that
were obtained from the Scopus database. All data obtained from the Scopus
database have been digitally recorded with a Digital Object Identifier (DOI).
Next, the data are classified into two categories for the bibliometric analysis,
which are the data for the trend of publications and the network visualizations.
After the classification, the data are processed using Microsoft Excel for the
trends of publication. Meanwhile, for the network visualizations, an
application called VOSviewer is used for doing analysis and generating the
visualizations. The results of the data analysis will be explained descriptively.

https://doi.org/10.24167/celt.v22i2; ISSN: 1412-3320 (print); ISSN: 2502-4914 (online); Accredited; DOA]



264 Celt: A Journal of Culture, English Language Teaching &
Literature, Volume 22, Number 2, December 2022, pp. 259 — 280

B. Data Collection

The data collection was conducted by using the Scopus database in
December 2021. The researchers started the data collection by doing a title
search using the keywords “EFL” with the alternative keywords of “English
Foreign Language”. Then, the researchers limit the data to journal articles
published in 2011-2021. There are 6333 journal articles obtained from this
data collection, and they are saved in the form of a Research Information
System (.ris). The data collected are journal article title, author name,
publication year, journal name, author affiliation, and citation data.

C. Data Analysis

In this research, there are two data analysis techniques. The first data
analysis is for the publication trends which analyze the publication's growth
in the EFL field. In publication trends analysis, the researchers obtain all of
the data from the Scopus database. The data are then sorted and verified for
their eligibility with the Mendeley application, which is utilized for the
verification procedure. From the verification on Mendeley, the researchers
obtain 6328 eligible journal articles. Next, Microsoft Excel was utilized to
analyze the publication trends which are the publications and citations
growth, the researchers’ productivity, and the most impactful publication.

The next data analysis is for the network visualization. The data used in
this analysis is the data from the Scopus database which was previously saved
in the form of (.ris). Then, the data was input into the VOSviewer application
to obtain the network visualization of the terms co-occurrence and co-
authorship. To create the terms co-occurrence visualization, the researchers
obtain 1301 terms, and among all of them, only 232 terms meet the criteria.
The intended criteria are the terms related to the keywords “EFL”. On the
other hand, to obtain the co-authorship visualization, the researchers obtain
a total of 8202 authors which involved in EFL research over the past 11 years.
Among these authors, 315 authors are selected as the data for the network
visualization of co-authorship. The selected authors are the authors with 5 or
more publications in 2011-2021. From the generated network visualizations,
the researchers further analyze the relationships between the existing terms
based on the terms co-occurrence visualization and authors’ collaboration
based on co-authorships visualization.
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

The findings of this research consist of two categories, which are the

publication trends and the science mapping. The findings on publications
trends in EFL research are publications and citations growth, the researchers’
productivity, and the most impactful publication. Meanwhile, the next
findings are terms co-occurrence analysis and co-authorship analysis which
will be presented in the form of network visualizations.

A. Trends of Publication in EFL

L.

Publications and citations growth

Based on the analysis result of EFL articles from the Scopus database, it
was found that there are 6333 journal articles published in 2011-2021.
However, after the data were analyzed and verified, 5 journal articles are
found to be unrelated to EFL. Thus, the total number of publications from
2011 to 2021 is 6328 journal articles with an average of 575 publications
per year.

Over the past eleven years (2011-2021), it was found that the number of
publications published each year varied with an uptrend in general. In
2012, the total number of publications was almost double the number of
publications from the previous year with an increase of 98.6%
publications from 218 publications in 2011 to 433 publications in 2012.
From 2012 to 2014, there is a sideways with a slight decrease of 5.61%
publications in 2013 (410 publications) compared to 2012 (433
publications), and an increase of 16.4% publications in 2013 to 2014 (504
publications). Next, in 2014-2017, the number of publications is in a
downtrend with a slight decrease in publications each year. However, the
situation got better in 2018 as the number of publications increase by as
much as 139 publications, which accounts for a 34,2% increase compared

to 2017.

The increase of publications in 2018 also starts an uptrend in the number
of publications until 2021. In 2019, there is a 38.5% increase in
publications compared to the previous year, with a total of 210 more
publications. 2020 becomes the year with the highest rise in yearly
publications, with an increase of 310 publications (41%) from 2019.
Lastly, there is an increase of 8% in publications from 1065 publications

in 2020 to 1151 publications in 2021.
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On the other hand, the number of citations is generally in a downtrend
over the past eleven years (2011-2021). The total number of citations is
31349 citations with an average of 2850 citations each year. In 2013, the
total number of citations is 3598, and subsequently became the highest
number of citations over the past 11 years. In the same year, the highest
increase of citations also occurs with a total increase of 12.8% citations
compared to 2012 (3188 citations).
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Figure 1:
The chart of publications and citations growth in 2011-
2021

Meanwhile, the lowest number of citations occurs in 2021 with 955
citations. It is a 56.2% decrease in citations compared to the previous year
(2181 citations).

2. Researchers’ productivity

The most productive author from 2011 to 2021 is Karim Sadeghi with a
total of 10 publications. Following Sadeghi is Saeed Ketabi with 9
publications and Parviz Alavinia with 8 publications. Next, there are 4
authors with 6 publications, namely Hossein Barati, Reza Pishghadam,
Afshin Soori, and Mansoor Tavakoli. Also on the list are authors with 5
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publications, they are Reza Biria, Farahman Farrokhi, and Reza Kafipour.
The authors and their affiliations are presented in table 1.

Table 1:
The most productive author in 2011-2021
Author Affiliations N““.‘ber. of
Publication

Karim Sadeghi Urmia University 10
Saeed Ketabi University of Isfahan
Parviz Alavinia Urmia University
Hossein Barati University of Isfahan

: Ferdowsi University of
Reza Pishghadam Mashhad 6
Afshin Soori [slamic Azad University
Mansoor Tavakoli University of Isfahan

. Islamic Azad University,
Reza Birig [sfahan Branch 5
Farahman Farrokhi ~ University of Tabriz 5
Reza Kafipour gcbool of Paramedical 5

ciences

The next findings on researchers’ productivity are affiliations with most
publications. From 2011 to 2021, the affiliation with most publications is
[slamic Azad University with 35 publications. Next on the list are the
University of Isfahan and Urmia University, with 29 and 20 publications
respectively. In the list, there is also another branch of Islamic Azad
University with 11 publications each, which are Islamic Azad University
(Tabriz Branch), Islamic Azad University (Najafabad Branch), and
[slamic Azad University (Shiraz Branch). The list of top 10 affiliations
with most publications is shown in table 2.

Table 2:
Affiliations with the most publications in 2011-2021
S Number of
Top Affiliation Publications
[slamic Azad University 35
University of Isfahan 29
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Urmia University 20
Universiti Putra Malaysia 17
Payame Noor University 17
University of Tabriz 12
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad 11
Islamic Azad University, Tabriz Branch 11
[slamic Azad University, Najafabad Branch 11
Islamic Azad University, Shiraz Branch 11

The last findings on researchers’ productivity are journal publishers with
most publications. Theory and Practice in Language Studies with 108
publications became the journal with most publications. Following Theory
and Practice in Language Studies is English Language Teaching with 65
publications and the International Journal of Applied Linguistics and
English Literature with 26 publications. There are also 2 publishers with 23
publications each, which are the Asian EFL Journal and the European
Journal of Social Sciences. The complete list of the top 10 publishers is
listed in table 3.

Table 3:
Journals with the most publications

Top Publisher Plj Eﬁgﬁioﬁs
Theory and Practice in Language Studies 108
English Language Teaching 65
Intematipnal Journal of Applied Linguistics 2%
and English Literature

Asian EFL Journal 23
European Journal of Social Sciences 23
World Applied Sciences Journal 19
Journal Of Asia TEFL 17
International Education Studies 15
Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences 12
System 12
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3.

The most impactful publication

The most impactful publications in this research are analyzed from the
total number of citations on the publication. From the findings, it is found
that the article titled “English achievement and student motivation in
CLIL and EFL settings” written by David Lasagabaster is the most
impactful publication with a total of 134 citations. Next on the list are
article titled “Towards an ecological understanding of willingness to
communicate in EFL classrooms in China” by Jian-E Peng with 116
citations. Following both articles is the article with 109 citations which
is written by Mohammad Javad Ahmadian and Mansoor Tavakoli with
the title “The effects of simultaneous use of careful online planning and
task repetition on accuracy, complexity, and fluency in EFL learners' oral
production”. The details of the most impactful publications are shown in

the table 4 below.

Table 4:
The most impactful publications based on citations
Author Title Year  Published in I\C]:qmb‘er of
itations
English achievement Innovation
David and student 9011 in Language 134
Lasagabaster motivation in CLIL Learning and ‘

and EFL settings Teaching

Towards an ecological
understanding of
Jian-E Peng  willingness to 2012 System 116
communicate in EFL
classrooms in China

The effects of
Mohammad 51mu1taneo'us use of
careful online

]Aaﬁaxﬁa dian planning and task Language
and ’ repetition on 2011 Teaching 109
accuracy, complexity, Research

Mansoor and fluency in EFL

Tavakoli 1 ol
earners' ora

production

A mobile-assisted
Chih-Kai synchronously Computer
Chang, et collaborative 2011 Assisted 104
al. translation- Language

annotation system for Learning

English as a foreign
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language (EFL)
reading
comprehension

Mostafa
Papi, et al.

Teacher Motivational
Practice, Student
Motivation, and
Possible L2 Selves: An
Examination in the
Iranian EFL Context

2012

Language
Learning

102

Neil Cowie

Emotions that
experienced English as
a Foreign Language
(EFL) teachers feel
about their students,
their colleagues, and
their work

2011

Teaching
and Teacher
Education

93

Yu-Chih

Sun, et al.

Blogging to learn:
Becoming EFL
academic writers
through collaborative
dialogues

2012

Language

Learning and

Technology

76

Mutsumi

Kondo

Mobile Assisted
Language Learning in
university EFL courses
in Japan: Developing
attitudes and skills for
self-regulated learning

2012

ReCALL

72

Ali Farhan
AbuSeileek

The effect of
computer-assisted
cooperative learning
methods and group
size on the EFL
learners' achievement
in communication

skills

2012

Computers
and
Education

71

Arman

Abednia

Teachers' professional
identity:
Contributions of a
critical EFL teacher
education course in
Iran

2012

Teaching
and Teacher
Education

70

The most impactful publications listed above discuss various topics in
EFL, such as motivation, learners’ perception, and the integration of
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technology in teaching. The first impactful publication written by
Lasagabaster (2011) discusses the relationships between motivation and
language learning achievement in two different settings which are
Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) and English as
Foreign Language (EFL). The participants involved in this research are
191 language learners which come from a bilingual community called
Basque Country. The community uses both Basque and Spanish as the
official language that is also used in schools. From this research, the
author concludes that there is a powerful relationship between
motivation and the CLIL approach. Next, the publication by Peng
(2012) focuses on the ecological understanding of Chinese University
students’ willingness to communicate in English inside the EFL
classroom. In their study, Ahmadian and Tavakoli (2011) discuss the
effect of simultaneous applications of careful online planning and task
repetition on the students’ speaking proficiency in the EFL context.

B. Network Visualization of Publications in EFL
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Figure 2:
The network visualization of terms co-occurrence in EFL
during 2011-2021
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Analyzed using the VOSviewer, the terms that have been obtained from
the Scopus database are processed on this application by adding the files
and sorting based on the keywords criteria. The terms in the network
visualization are represented by their label and cluster. The frequency of
the term occurrence determines the size of its label. The larger the label
of a term, the more frequently it occurs. Every cluster has lines connecting
each term. The thickness of the line which used to display the link shows
the strength of the link between two terms in the visualization of the
presently active map. In addition, the terms of publication might provide
important information related to a research topic (Tian et al., 2018).

Figure 3:
The density visualization of research in EFL
during 2011-2021

As shown in Figure 3, a density visualization was also created to get
additional information on these terms. The density of terms represents
the prominence of areas on the map (Sinkovics, 2016). The color
brightness of each area on the map is determined by the density of terms
in that area. The higher density of terms is associated with a more mature
and well-developed theme (Chen et al., 2016, as cited in Chui Lam &
Habil, 2021). The density view directly exposes the map's overall
structure (Jan van Eck & Waltman, 2018). Moreover, the illustration in
this figure has the same data as the map in Figure 2. As shown on the map
above, the area of instruction in the middle of the map represents the
cluster of instruction aspects, and the area of the classroom represents the
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cluster of course design aspects. Both are the terms with the highest
density on this visualization.

Based on the network visualization of co-word occurrence (Figure 2),
there are seven clusters classified in this research which include 232 terms
in it. The clusters are instruction with 76 terms, attitude with 47 terms,
course design with 46 terms, motivation with 44 terms, interaction with
11 terms, evaluation aspect with 7 terms, and Quasi-Experimental design
with 1 term. From the classification, the way how different terms can co-
occur in publications can also be discovered (Jan van Eck & Waltman,
2018). Furthermore, the classification of these clusters is categorized into
two major themes: pedagogy and affective factors in learning.

Cluster 1: Instruction Cluster 3: Classroom

s pon
[ |.s.m

Cluster 6: Evaluation Cluster 7:
Quasi-Experimental Design

Figure 4:
The clusters of terms co-occurrence with
pedagogy as the major theme

Based on the figure above, there are four clusters in the scope of pedagogy.
The term pedagogy refers to the principles or beliefs that govern the
teaching and learning process (Shah, 2021). In the first cluster, the main
topic is Instruction with 76 terms related to it. It has 227 links and 4609
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total link strengths. The terms related to this topic are instruction
(n=970), academic writing (n=92), advance learner (n=23), comparative
study (n=65), experimental study (n=111). The third cluster contains
terms related to course design aspects. Terms such as authentic material
(n=31), culture (n=270), and curriculum (n=217) are included in this
cluster. The terms communication (n=365) and communicative language
teaching (n=47) included in this cluster might reflect the area of speaking
skills. The sixth cluster represents the evaluation aspect. The terms
included in this cluster are feedback (n=378), corrective feedback
(n=139), peer feedback (n=68), teacher feedback (n=44), uptake (n=33),
oral corrective feedback (n=23), and peer assessment (n=26). In the
meantime, the seventh cluster represents the term quasi-experimental
design with 42 occurrences. This term is a research context related to both
classroom and instruction terms. The number of occurrences or frequency
of occurrence is represented by the letter (n)
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Cluster 5: Interaction

Figure 5:
The clusters of terms co-occurrence with affective
factors in learning as the major theme

The next major theme of the clusters is affective factors in learning. In
language learning, affective factors involve various factors related to
emotion, feeling, mood, manner, and attitude (Ni, 2012). In this research,
there are three clusters included in the major theme of affective factors in
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learning, which are cluster two, cluster four, and cluster five. The terms
associated with attitude can be found in the second cluster. The key terms
included are attitude (n=540), confidence (n=130), positive attitude
(n=211), and responsibility (n=63). Social skill is also identified in this
term, such as participation (n = 155). The fourth cluster involves terms
related to motivation. The highlighted terms in this cluster are
motivation (n=594), anxiety (n=277), and behavior (n=173). Terms
such as affective factor (n=23), cognitive (n=85), gender (n=328),
English proficiency (n=177), and learning style (n=47) were also found
in this cluster. The fifth cluster consists of several terms related to
interaction. Terms such as interaction (n=536), speaking (n=82),
collaboration (n=108), and culture (n=270) indicate that interaction
aspects are one of the most important topics for EFL researchers for the
last decade. There are also some terms related to the research context in
this cluster, such as child (n=160), primary school (n=56), and
exploratory study (n=56).

2. Co-authorship analysis

Collaboration in research or scientific collaboration is a common
occurrence in any research area. The collaboration among the authors or
the researchers in a certain research project is called co-authorship. In
this research, co-authorship analysis is conducted to analyze the
collaborations between the authors. Through VOSviewer, the co-
authorship of 315 authors who have published a minimum of 5
publications is analyzed. From the generated network visualization, the
color of the circle or the label represents the average publication year of
the respective authors. The lines represent the links between the authors
and their collaborators (Jan van Eck & Waltman, 2018). The weight of
the line represents the total link strength which signifies how many
publications the authors have collaborated with others. Figure 6 presents
the authors' co-authorship in EFL research.
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Figure 6:
The network visualization of co-authorship in EFL

during 2011-2021
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Based on the result of the co-authorship analysis, the most collaborative
authors are Namaziandost, E. who has 10 links, 35 publications, and 28
total link strengths. Next, Zhang, L.]. has 9 links, 36 publications, and 18
total link strengths. Following both authors is Tavakoli, M. who has 8
links, 28 publications, and 23 total link strengths. There are also other
authors based on the total link strength in every cluster such as Hwang,
G. -J. (11), Li, c. (9), Zhang, L. (11), Jafarigohar, M. (5), Lee, 1. (9),
Soleimani, H. (5), Zhaleh, K. (8), Chalak, A. (8) Esfahani, F.R. (6),
Hashemifardnia, A. (8), Yu, S. (24), Yuan, R. (9), Motallebzadeh, K.
(16), Chen, J. (7), Zheng, Y. (9), Derakhshan, A. (10), Rahimi, M. (10),
Hwang, W.-Y. (15), Ahour, T. (6), Ghonsooly, B. (22), Pishghadam, R.
(14), Salimi, A. (4), Bagheri, M.S. (23), and Sadighi, F. (21).

CONCLUSION

There are three findings on the publication trends in the EFL. First, over
the past eleven years, the publication growths on EFL research published in
the Scopus database are generally in an uptrend, while the citation growths
are generally in a downtrend. Second, the researchers' productivity reveals
that Karim Sadeghi with 10 publications become the most productive author,
and the most productive affiliation is Islamic Azad University with 35
publications. On the other hand, Theory and Practice in Language Studies
which has 35 publications become the journal with the most publications.
Finally, the most impactful publication is an article titled “English
achievement and student motivation in CLIL and EFL settings” which is
written by David Lasagabaster (2011) and has been cited 134 times.

Next, there are two findings on the network visualizations, namely the
terms co-occurrence visualization and co-authorship visualization. In terms
co-occurrence visualization, the researchers concluded that there are two
major research themes in EFL in 2011-2021. The first major theme is the
pedagogy theme which is consisted of four clusters (i.e., Instruction, Course
Design, Evaluation, and Quasi-Experimental Design). The next theme is the
affective factors in learning theme which is consisted of three clusters:
Attitude, Motivation, and Interaction. It is also discovered that the term
“classroom” is the central focus of EFL research from 2011 to 2021 with 1273
occurrences. Besides that, it is found that the most collaborative author based
on the co-authorship analysis are Namaziandost, E.
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With the importance of the knowledge on the quo of the targeted
research area, this study delivers an overview that hoped to be able to help
EFL researchers to get more information on EFL as a research area before
conducting their research. The findings show that the current publication in
EFL is on an uptrend. Predictably, it will keep growing as many factors, like
technological advancement, can bring changes to how English is learned. This
shows that EFL still has potential as a research area to be studied. Next, the
findings of this research can serve as a reference to EFL researchers when doing
their literature review and planning their future research. Lastly, it can also be
a reference for the researcher when choosing the most influential journal to
publish their research article.
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