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Discovering Fiction is a two-level anthology of American short 
stories by classic and contemporary American authors, released on May 28, 
2005. The authors, Judith Kay and Rosemary Gelshenen, have definitely 
worked hard in collecting the short stories and organized them into five 
thematic sections with two up to four units and a section review. 

Reading the two books, Kay and Gelshenen may be praised as having 
briliantly played the roles of two American diplomats, namely, two 
American educational an cultural Attachees providing or rather introducing 
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place today"; etc. Then, The Summing Up section, Kay and Gelshenen 
make use of two terms, namely, Take a Closer Look (Theme Comparison: 
marriage, and Freewriting, namely, to write the wor "marriage" and ten 
write any idas about marriage); and Review (Idiom and Form Review). 

Now we can understand that the structure of the Units in the books 
makes the texts quite manageable. As seen in Chapter 14, the unit has pre­
reading, reading, post-reading activities. For" pre-reading, each unit has 
wann-up questions, a new literary term, and idioms and expressions used in 
the story. It should be mentioned that the format for the unit reading sections 
is identical in both texts-information about the author followed by the story. 

Post-reading activities include reading comprehension questions, 
discussion questions, and vocabulary, grammar, and writing exercises. In 
fact, there is a large selection of activities suitable to meet the classes' needs. 
Admittedly, the teachers are encouraged to provide the students with 
explanation in order to help students gain a better understanding. This is 
particularly when dealing with cultural issues and idioms. 

I believe, the books would be more interesting if there are more short 
stories with different world. Cultural background especially that the so­
called melting pot or the salad bowl America could really be represented. 
This would, therefore, be in line with the sincere impression mentioned at 
the beginning of this review that Kay and Gelshenen may be praised as 
having briliantly played the roles of two American diplomats, namely, two 
American educational and cultural Attachees providing or rather 
introducing people with American literature and culture. 
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